THE NEW BARONETS,

A BUBSTAXNTIAL and very honourable addition has just been mode to
the ranks of the baronetage, Her Mnajesty hns conferred this
distinction upon six gentlemen, They are:—Mr. William Brown, of
Liverpool ; Mr. Frank Croseley, of Halifax, M.P, for the West Riding:
Mr, David Baxter, of Dundeo; Mr, Daniel Cooper, the first Spenker
of the Leginlative Assembly of New South Wales; Mr, Henry Rich
for many years a conatant snpporter of Liberal principlea

m‘m

in the Honse
of Commona ; und Mr, Thoa. Daviea Lloyd, of Bronwydd, a Welah
g_enﬁl:llft:;un of ancicnt liceage, and very popular thronghoat: the prin.
cipality.

All these gentleman will be recognised na fit recipients of the
hononr, however varied may he their clalms. In each of their
persons a complment i8 paid to some interest omggylng a clalm in
publio estoem. Ancient hereditary traditions, identification with the
commercial and conatitutional growth of those coloniea that ave fast,
riging into the dimensions and mportance of new kingdoms; and
long and faithful political services to the Libernl cavse in ita least
proeperous days, each receive a tribute, Bnt it is in the care of the
two gentlemen we have first named that the public mtification of the
official act will be the most cordinl and sincere, ‘The Fountain of
Honour has seldom more completely expressed the feeling of the

communify than by the beatowal of a4 permanent mark of distinction
vpon men like Mr, William Brown and Mr, Frank Crossley,
Both have by magnificent {a to the people created for

themselves in their respective ities monuments as enduring &3 any
hereditary dignity the Crown can confar, monuwenta which must
last to the public advantage and to their own honour as long sa the
landmaorks of the country. Both typlify a persevernnce and enter-
prise founded on probity, resulting in splendid sucoess, and furnish.-
1hg o noble example to young Englishmen in industrial life, while in
t;taeeﬂfmttemthﬂy old ont by the manner in which they use their

th for the beneflt of those who have contributed to its great
proportions may almest bo considered a thome for nationnl pride, No
conventional prefix will add to the veneration with which the name
of William Brown ia ed where his worth and disctiminatin
munificence are honsehold worda, nor increase tho respect that
Croesley has gnthered ronnd him amoung the community upon which

he hna bestowsd such princely benefita, Bnt it is not inappropriate
thata formal mark of distinction shonld follow the honours t,Ea public

voice has alrendy conferred, and that tho Bovereign
gpicuonsly rocognise carecrs e0 largely devoled to the interests and
wellare of the penﬁle. ' |

A Portrait of Mr, (now Sir William) Brown, of Liverpool, and o
sketch of the magnificent Free Library end Museum founded by him
in that city, will be found among our Engravings.

shonld con-

SIR WILLIAM BROWN, BART,
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tion in tha mills, a3 possessed of 1o mean talents and ingenuity, He
had had a share in inventing a machine for imyreeaingﬁ?hatywnter-
mark orf Bauk-note paper, which machine had beer patented by his
brother, who waa then, and is now, employed in the works. When
the paper waa in their esaion the forgers set about forging the

THE BANK-NOTE FORGERY,

A EI5ED of panic {(observes the Times) wns recently caused by the wag 1 _
notes, and 1o this g man named Griffiths woa employed, who, if his
own nccount of himself be trne, must be an eminent character in the
criminal racks, and one whose detection is no small benefit to society.
When the police broke into his

atnouncement that a quauntity of the paper used in tho manufacture
of bank-notes hod been stolen from the mills at Laverstoke, in
Hampshire, which for a great nomber of years have exclusivel
supplied tho Bank of England. The well-known qualities of this
paper have always been looked npon as the best sate apainst
forgery. Ita texture and strength, with the watermark and other
peculianties, have hitherte been inimitable by the most clever
fabricators, The mills were founded as long ago as 1720, and
during the whole of this period the Mesars, Portal from generation
to peneration hava been mnnufucturingﬁm?er for the Bank of Eng-
land, And this has been done with such akill that, according to the
statement of Sir. F, Kelly on the lateStrial, dering Lhe century and o
half which had nearly clapsed notone sheot of notepaper has ever been
succezafully imitated, But the eecority which bas been cansed by
this long excmption from fraud ceems to hove induced too much con-
fidence. Crime in these days is practised with a ekill which requoires
ever-increasing watchinlnesa to meet it, The precantions taken at the
Laverstoke Mills, thongh, no doubt, soffictent to prevent any novice
or blunderer from becoming ssed of the paper, were no obstacle
to n man trained o a knowledge of the process, and watching his
opportunity day after duy, Hence the comporative ease with-which
the witnezs Henry Brown, who appcared as Queen's evidence at the
trial, was able to abstract quantities of the pa ‘Thid young man
wad tampered with by the prisoner Burnett, who, no doubt, was on
the look-ont for such an instrument, Brown, according to his own
nccount, at first refnsed, but after his scruples had been removeqd he
tet; to work tosteal the paper, and sacceeded without much difficnlty.
Ho first took three sheets, enouph for eix notes, and then five sheets
of £10-note paper, and ten sheets of ‘‘fifties,” and then larger and
larger quantities,—enough to manufacture an immense enm of false
moncy. This 18 the moest important part of the whole business, |
innsmuch aa it skows that the machinery for preventing fraud by the
workpeople at the mills is not thoroughly efficient, and that in the
interest of the pnblic it must be revised,

Bat it certainly is not a matter of wonder that a manufacturer
shonld be occagionally the victim of a fraud of this kind, when we
congider the facilities of wrongdeing possessed by the persons
employed, and the ekill of which they are massters, The prisoner
Brewer, who wasg accused, but acgnitted, of stealing part of the paper .
a1d delivering it to Brown fo be given to Bumett, was a man of posi-

_ lace of operations they found a
rinting-press and twenty-one forged Bank-of-England notes withont
ate or signature. On a bed in tho room were twenty forged £10

notes finiched and twenty-five forged £5 notes. ¢ Mother plates

and copper-plates for makinpy the watermark were also discovered.

The proprietor of these extensive works made a clean breast to the

police. He sald he bad some more plates in a field, and thia on

cearching was found {o be the case; and he confessed that ¢ he had
been engaged 1n printing forped notessince 1846 ; that he had printed
the whole of the forged notes on the Bank of Enpland for the last
scventecn years; that ho hed printed on genunine paper stolen from
the mill 180 £5 notea and 20 £10 notes for n person nnwed Buncher,
and 20 £ notes for onother person,” Buch were the experienced
and professionsl rogmes whosa maochinations have caunsed such
alarm 1n the tradinp community, Happily, they havo been brought
to justice, Brewer has been quitwi bat Grffiths has beer egen-
tenced {o penal sarvitude for life; Buncher to twenty-five years;

Burnett to twenty vears; and Williams, who had been engaged in
engravinp o plate for the forginp of a portion of the notes, but whose
character waa in other respects good, has been sentenced to four yetmra'

penal eervitude, Commings, who had been charged with having a

quantity of the stolen Bank-note paper in his ion, bnt who

was acquitted by the direction of the Judge, aa there was no untainted

corroboration of the evidence of the approvers, was discharged,

being warned by the Judge at the eame time of the narrow escape ho
| had made. Great credit is doe to the police for their energy and
ekill in bringing the whole to light ; and 1t s now to be boped that,
with new precautions at the mills and at the Banpk, such frauds will
be made impossible for the future.
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THE GREAT FIRE AT PLYMOUTH.

Doning the performance of the Christmas pantomime at the
Piymouth theatre on the night of Monday week, at which there was
a crowded -audiences, o strong smell of fire was perceptible, and some
nncasiness was displayed ; bot confidence wasrestored on a strict exa-

' minntion of every part of the building and a declaration that the sop-

ell burnin- __-h_ez- o In -
pmell of timber arose from a pisos of burning w...
m & fire in ono of apartmenta n!-thabnﬂﬂlnﬁtmpmm |
nnces wero brought to a close, and the audience in aa m f
mood &8 could .be wished. After the honse was clear, on a g m
th?ontﬁg:ﬂgnéﬂmsﬂ%lmnmﬂ' , the mnnn! , Mr, Huwmmbatﬁ‘ Bn, )
An i went over every part o a{nmhm and the hop, I8
was loft under the assurance that all waa righ Hntl:mgnﬂm
ever, the alarm waas given of the outbreak, which showed itm]fﬂﬁth'
smoke making ita way into the apartments of the hotel imm tely I8
adjoining the theatre, The polico and the agenta of the fire-officy
having engines soon received m of the oocurrence,
signal-guns from the citadel and the guard-ship in Hamoaze
the tary and naval authorities, The fire.engines immediata), B
attendod, but the fire-pluga could net bo got up for want of tho
and the military, though turned ont, were kept at “stand at eagy g%
til an official request wns made for their attendance. At last ,B%
detachment of B:gul Marines, under the comwmand of Colon I
Olavell, arrived with the barrack fire-eugine, followed by a detach, B
ment of tho 78rd, with an engine from the citadel, under the commang i
of Msjor Wood, Tho 82nd Light Infantry also sent n detachment I3
commanded by Major Clapcott, A ]m&party of the Royal Artillery |
and Engineers were also present, as was Brigade-Major Keith
The Naval Brigade was nccompanied by Captain Vesey of he ?2
Majesty’s ship Eﬂﬁﬂl Adelaide, The Mayor, superintendents, and 4 &
at.mngﬂboﬂy of police were early on the spot. The other engines in B
attendance were tho West of Eﬂﬁllﬂnd (which arrived ﬁmt?.ﬁ the B
County Fire, and tho South Pevon'Rallwny, making about seven in all, js
The firo meanwhile had roged furiously, threatening the hotel, the &
inmates of which were aroused and escaped, and the most valuabls b
portion of the furniture of Mr, Pearso, tho landlord, was alsg ’é
removed. A little before one it was evident that the fire wns ona f IS
the moet serious that had ever taken place in the neighbourhood, !
The fire had, it wna clear, pread to the ballreom, and by a littlo after §
one o'clock the whols of thia eplendid room was doomed, At aquarty E-
past ane the roof of the beantifpl portico fell in with a tremendoy; |
crash, A roar as of a gun resounded through the air, and o deng [
volley of emoke and sparks ehot up from the lurid mass. From thst
time huge rafters all nEJIgw kept on falling, to the no amall danger of |
the men who were working af the engines, In a short time the carg.
room and the assembly-room of the hotel were destroyed ; and towards

three o'clock, with a rising wind, the whole bnilding seemed doomed ; |
but by this time the firemen a

ppeared to have gotthe mastery, and
wero able to prevent further destruction, By about ten o’clock in thy
morning the fire had been completely subdued, -
A wns made on Wednesday woek by the town surveyor on |-
behialf-of the corporation. Thedamnge ea by the fire is estimateq
at £5500, The grand entrance iz one mass of ruing, But thongh
the enirance, ladies’ dressing-room, refreshment-room, and other
rooms lmmediately connected are all gone, the interior of the theatrg
remains to o very large extent uninjnred. The preservation of tha
bulding is to be mecribed fo the good genina of Foulston, the
architect, He degigned an iron roef, which the trial has proved to ba
capable of bidding defiance to the ravages of a conflagration, It is
formed of hoop iron, ayranged in a honeycomb form, and of sur-
prising strenpth, Thouph the flames wera on all sides it stood the
test, snd was mainly instromental in stopping the flames from
spreading over tho other parts. The seats in the gallery were all
destroved, bat here again the wronght-iron girders did good service,
Mr, Elliott, builder, who had an intimate knowledge respecting tha
construction of the theatre, knowinpg these facts, directed the efiorts
of the enginemen in a manner which very materially helped to savs
tho place from further destruction, The upper and lower boxes were
not injured, and the ecats which were removed from the iatter ars
nearly ns good na ever. The pif and atalls only wanted clesning to
be agnin rendy for occupants. It was at first supposed that the fire
and water together bhad so damaged the scenes, and that other etape
properties hed been so completely spoiled, that, esen if the theatre was
repaired in time for performances during the present season, a repro-
daction of the Christmas pantomime would bo an impossible feat,
Mr, Newcombe found, eaya the Western Aforning News, that, by
employing all hia resources, he would be able to aftord the public an
opportunity of sceing it in an almost incredibly short space of time,
Indeed, he positively announced his intention of again opening the
| theatre on Mondny last, He chose (as having reference to the
calamity) as the first piece, ¢ Sunshine Through the Clouds,”
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THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN,

In connection with the late nows from Japan (ges our leader) we |
publieh two Engravings of Japanese people and costumes, The first
representa a mother and daughter of Simoda. Many even of the
reapectable women are barefcoted and barelegred ; their dreass is gene-
rally dark-colonred, like nightdresses in shape, secnred by broad waists
bands or scarves, The married woman of Japan enjoy the exclusive
privilege of dyeing their teeth, Thneirlips are rouged; the rovge of
the Japanesa toilet being ¢ bing,” made of the Carthamus tincloring, |
and prepared in percelain cups.

The women, in common with many in varioua parta of over-popu-
lnted Europe, are secn frequently at work in the fields, showing tho
general indostry, and the ne: =ity of hesp'ng every hand bnay <
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